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[on the road ]

Weekender

" 1. Blossoming beauty at
Twigery. 2. Breakfast with a
side of whimsy at Carmel Belle.
3. Mesmerizing Carmel Bay.

Robinson Jeffers. Reserve a weekend
tour to ascend the tower and visit
Jeffers’s hand-built Tudor cottage.

u The yellow-and-black Citroén

Carmel-by-the-Sea

Once a bohemian enclave, the picture-perfect town still
delights with fairy-tale cottages, a flourishing dining scene,
and some of the finest seascapes in California.

parked outside Twigery hints at
the Euro-style ambience within.
Dazzling blooms of dahlias, roses,
and peonies fill a flower shop that

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO, Carmel
was a haven for writers and painters
who settled into rustic shacks amid
the cypresses and sand dunes and
cooked abalone stew over beach
fires. The digs and the food may be
fancier now, but the village’s spectac-
ular setting is as inspirational as ever,

® Explore Carmel’s enchanting
architecture as well as some of its
quirky decrees—by law, wearing
shoes with heels over two inches high
requires a permit—with Carmel
Walks. Well-informed docents pack
in a doctorate’s worth of local his-
tory as they lead visitors down secret
passageways, through adorable gar-
dens, and into hidden courtyards.
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u Breakfast gets a storybook twist at
Carmel Belle. Green Eggs & Ham,
the cheery eatery’s witty take on
the standard Benedict features
poached eggs with a spoonful of
vivid herb pesto, served on a slice of
prosciutto-topped country toast.

® Carmel River State Beach offers
a scenic twofer: Look west for
dramatic views of the undulating
Carmel Bay; its sandy shores strewn
with giant strands of kelp. To the
east, a placid lagoon teems with her-
ons, ducks, and pelicans.

m Peering out from atop Hawk Tower
at Tor House, it’s easy to see how the
wild Carmel coast inspired the poet

feels like it’s been plucked directly
from the French countryside.

= Now in its 8oth season, the Carmel
Bach Festival (July 15-29) doesn’t
limit itself to its namesake’s music.
This year, candlelight processions
precede evening performances of
Monteverdi’s Vespers at the Carmel
Mission Basilica.

® A basket of chile-spiked chapulines
(grasshoppers) is the first clue that
Cultura Comida y Bebida isn’t your
typical Mexican-American restau-
rant. Flights of rare mezcals accom-
pany refined, Oaxaca-influenced
dishes, such as a ceviche of local
halibut accented with coconut and
habanero. —carrICK RAMIREZ
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