Monterey Peninsula: a mecca for all things automotive
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Monterey Peninsula: a mecca for all things
automotive

Monterey Car Week is a misnomer. The yearly congregation of nearly all things automotive lasts
10 days. The car shows, auctions, tours, exhibits, forums and memorabilia sales presented in
August are also held in cities throughout the Monterey Peninsula.
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Monterey Peninsula: a mecca for all things automotive

The art deco Kaiser-Darrin is often displayed at theConcours on the Avenue in
Carmel as part of Monterey Auto Week. Image © James Raia/2014

The 2017 diverse motoring collective (www.whatsupmonterey.com) will be held Aug. 11-20. The
automotive sensory overload will begin with a classic car show of 30 vintage race cars and their
drivers in downtown Monterey from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Aug. 11. The Concours d’Elegance, the
country’s most esteemed competition among elegant vintage rarities, is always the finale. It's
scheduled 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Aug. 20 at Pebble Beach.

With the Pacific Ocean backdrop as well as the famous golf courses, galleries, restaurants and
area’s history, the industry’s celebration also presents a traveling dilemma.

1. Race Car Sales Site @ 6. Hyatt Regency Monterey @
2. Auto Show News @ 7. San Jose Tours @
3. Race Your Own Car @ 8. Monterey Herald @
4. F1 Racing Car @ 9. The Monterey Peninsula @
5. Race Car @ 10. Cannery Row Inn @
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Monterey Peninsula: a mecca for all things automotive

Whether it's automotive enthusiasts from the Bay Area or fans from other countries, the small
region has limited available accommodation options. The global audience of car fanciers
competes with general interest visitors to the famed tourist destination.

Particularly in downtown Carmel, where nearly 1,000 rooms are available in a one-square-mile
area, many properties are already sold out for August’s celebration. Several groups of
establishments, including the four-location Inns By The Sea (innsbythesea.com) in Carmel
having waiting lists. A representative from Wayside Inn said cancellations sometimes occur since
reservations are often made for the following year the day guests check out following the
Concours d’Elegance.

But automotive enthusiasts interested in visiting the Monterey Peninsula have several alternatives
as primers to a possible visit in August.

INSTEAD OF GOING SOMEWHERE

Among its many compelling attractions, Carmel is an art gallery mecca. While the number of
businesses has decreased, more of the city’s artists are working in their galleries, and the variety
of mediums is increasingly diverse.

Automotive art is the focus of light+shadow fine art (www.lightandshadowfineart.com) located
on Sixth Ave. between Dolores & Lincoln. Artist Thierry Thompson has spent his life around
automobiles. As a young boy, he watched his father restore and race sports and classic cars. The
young Thompson'’s career expanded from a university fine arts degree to vintage car collecting
and a commercial and advertising art career to his automotive and aviation fine art gallery
offerings.

Thompson'’s talent is diverse, but a main focus is open wheel racing. Titles include “That day in
the rain at Watkins Glen,” “American Dream” and “Force Recon.” Realism defines the artist’s
works.

Another automotive option for Monterey Peninsula visitors is a short trek to Mazda Raceway
Laguna (www.mazdaraceway.com) on Hwy. 68 between Monterey and Salinas. It's an integral
part of the Monterey Auto Week. But the facility has a nearly a year-round calendar of local and
international events. The first prestige event of 2017 is Ferrari Challenge, May 12-14. Vintage cars
and Superbike racing as well as sprint and endurance events are also on the international
calendar that extends through mid-October.

Considering its status in the automotive world, the Monterey Peninsula is also home to many car
collectors. An unheralded, worthy stop is the Martine Inn in Pacific Grove (www.martineinn.com).
The historic B&B along Ocean Ave. is also the home of owner Don Martine’s small museum of
vintage cars and automobilia.

The six-car, on-site collection is part of Martine’s larger restoration business. The overall collection

https://theweeklydriver.com/2017/01/monterey-peninsula-mecca-things-automotive/[3/10/2017 9:29:00 AM]


http://www.innsbythesea.com/
http://www.lightandshadowfineart.com/
http://www.mazdaraceway.com/
http://www.martineinn.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Cu-DYMuLCWIDZJMfmvgKgzLeID6_A8ZRGltGKl68BwI23ARABIABgyfb4hsijoBmCARdjYS1wdWItODg4NjYzMjMwODc0NzU2OKAB0JTA8wPIAQmoAwGqBLUBT9Cu-XZI8LK8zufB7vp0QonWZTJQduvg5bGzQ4I5nyxcGxJ2rPrvKEhjzkjX29CpRFMEbywLDwDM4XmtfbTD2j1Od5TgYivI-YB5OtFiISAGLBwglBFvqlu4VPqm3zoJJtBZNY9HWIfsOWt4YRcwGmAy6Z9j4xbi1vGYJmKV8DSjokpzeASkzpEsV3ZYhJ9U0OxsqbhLTr7JV-qADl5Ygxs7NaeWgpoEuCjlCHWFrPuLw10AZ4AGutDS5ZfZlrOFAaAGIagHpr4b2AcA0ggFCIABEAE&num=1&sig=AOD64_39GIUqjywO5j23N1YKCqLnCzvAeQ&client=ca-pub-8886632308747568&adurl=http://exch.quantserve.com/r?a=p-GdhT4yWsmUuUF;labels=_qc.clk,_click.adserver.rtb,_click.rand.66272;rtbip=64.7.204.104;rtbdata2=EAAaGkNvbG9uaWFsX1dpbGxpYW1zYnVyZ18yMDE3IO6HHyiLuhIwmJtAOhtodHRwczovL3RoZXdlZWtseWRyaXZlci5jb21aKHM3N0Y5dU8zbGFhcnM1ZjI1N1RlOExmbmxhMnJzOHJ4czdDc2ZjR3p1rg0RP4ABv6C-sAugAQGoAdT1pAO6AR1DQUVTRUVncEFRUjJuS2lJVE9NYXlSelhKWms6McABwMBZyAGzrI7KqyvaARZXTUxpTWdBSkxJQUtUN05IOFEzbUlB5QEk_NU86AFkmAKJ6BSoAgeoAgaoAgWwAgi6AgRAB8xowAICyAIA0ALe9baMj4Cos-oB4AIB;redirecturl2=https://adserver.adtechus.com/?adlink/5399/3892592/0/1/AdId=9218171;BnId=1;itime=166901893;kvp36=p36%2D04yvf3uz0dff5o91;kva=p%2Dgdht4ywsmuuuf;kr14135=2498274;kvc=1052056;kvi=wmlimgajliakt7nh8q3mia;kr11092=2491713;kvl=302347;kvs=468x60;kp=1415400;sub1=p-GdhT4yWsmUuUF;

Monterey Peninsula: a mecca for all things automotive

includes 16 MGs, three Jaguars, and a 1953 Daimler Empress Slabside, according to the
company'’s website (www.martineinnmotorsports.com). A current restoration is a 1932 MGD
Tourer.

(Criginally published Jan. 8, 2017 in the San Jose Mercury News and East Bay Times.)
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