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No. 20 Carmel by the Sea,
 California
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Courtesy Bernardus Lodge & Spa.

Readers found this small city on
 California's central coast to be a little
 pricey, and the locals a little aloof—but
 who cares? It ranked at No. 1 in the U.S.
 for romance, thanks to its gorgeously
 rugged coastline, great local wines and
 posh, walkable downtown. You might
 swoon, for instance, over the moules
 frites or duck confit at Andre's Bouchée, a
 Mission Street French bistro with a 50-
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plus-page wine list (including bottles from
 nearby Silvestri Vineyards). Carmel is
 also known for its shopping—thanks to
 places like Jan de Luz, which offers a
 luxurious triple threat of French linens,
 antiques, and house-made olive oils.
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To fully appreciate a historic city like Charleston,
 you shouldn't speed through it in car. In fact,
 even taking a horse-drawn buggy might be
 rushing it.

"Those carriage tours are popular, but the city is
 so walkable that it's best experienced on foot,"
 says Caroline Eubanks, an Atlantan whose
 travel blog focuses on the South. "You see much
 more interesting things this way—like narrow
 alleys with street art, plaques denoting historic
 homes, and the stamps on each brick that tell
 where they're from."

Indeed, sometimes the best way to embrace a
 city is to take it slow, and that's one reason
 Travel+Leisure readers love South Carolina's
 Holy City, ranking it among their favorite urban
 centers in North America. As part of the
 magazine's World's Best survey, Travel +
 Leisure readers voted on their favorite airports,
 cruise lines, islands, and hotels—and also
 ranked the world's greatest cities for features
 such as arts, shopping, dining, and romantic
 ambience.

Like Charleston, many of the top 20 winners in
 North America have a deep sense of history,
 while still cultivating modern features like craft
 breweries, coffee houses, and ever-evolving
 music scenes. But some regional stereotypes
 still persist in the survey: one winning category,
 friendliness, gave certain Southern cities in the
 U.S. a distinct advantage, thanks to their lilting

Flights

Origin city or airport

Destination city or airport

Depart

Feb 26

Add return


1  0  0 

Economy 


Powered by



http://www.silvestrivineyards.com/
http://www.jandeluzantiques.com/
javascript:window.open(window.clickTag)
javascript:window.open(window.clickTag)
http://www.thisismysouth.com/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://flights.travelandleisure.com/en-US/flights/#/result?originplace=&destinationplace=&outbounddate=2016-02-26&inbounddate=&cabinclass=Economy&adults=1&children=0&infants=0
http://www.skyscanner.net/
http://www.skyscanner.net/


Best Cities in North America | Travel + Leisure

http://www.travelandleisure.com/slideshows/best-cities-in-north-america[2/17/2016 1:02:46 PM]

You May Also Like


Recommended by

From Sites We Love

11 Common
 Kitchen
 Renovation
 Mistakes to Avoid
Martha Stewart

If Travel Experts
 Could Go
 Anywhere, This Is
 Where…
HuffPost Lifestyle

powered by PubExchange

George Gaynes,
 a Versatile
 Character…
The New York Times

Take A Dip! 10
 Best Exercises
 For Psoriatic…
Health Central

ENTER GIVEAWAYS FROM TRAVEL + LEISURE
 SPONSORS

 accents and free refills on iced tea.

But one local from a Midwestern contender
 urges travelers to see past her hometown's own
 accent and bluster. "Based on our harsh winters
 and our track record with the Cubs, you'd think
 we'd be very bitter," says Chicago resident and
 independent-travel podcast co-host Kathy
 Pulkrabek. "But we're the first people to help
 wayward tourists on the street, or strike up a
 conversation in a bar." To start up your own
 chat in the Windy City, she adds, "just
 remember the three Bs: Bulls, Bears, and
 Blackhawks."
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