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Carmel is a picturesque little village with a Mediterranean
vibe on the Monterey Peninsula on the Pacific coast with
less than 4,000 permanent residents. The town of

Carmel-by-the-Sea was founded in 1902 and quickly I'=" bt | YEAR $ 1 . I
became famous for its artist colony and a large number on & | ngr
of artists who made it their home. The area is known for ] Plus'a FREE GEAH BAG!

some really big names such as Jack London, Doris Day,
Ansel Adams and Clint Eastwood.

88 | SUBSCRIBE NOW!

The tradition has continued to this day — Carmel has a

very rich cultural scene with the annual Carmel Bach Festival, a year-round theatre season, and
a number of excellent art galleries. The wonderful Mediterranean climate makes nature in and
around Carmel lush and green all year, and its beautiful white sandy beaches attract many

http://vacationidea.com/weekend_getaways/best-things-to-do-in-carmel-ca.htmI[12/30/2015 9:31:03 AM]


https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fvacationidea.com%2Fweekend_getaways%2Fbest-things-to-do-in-carmel-ca.html&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&region=follow_link&screen_name=vacationidea&tw_p=followbutton
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fvacationidea.com%2Fweekend_getaways%2Fbest-things-to-do-in-carmel-ca.html&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&region=follow_link&screen_name=vacationidea&tw_p=followbutton
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fvacationidea.com%2Fweekend_getaways%2Fbest-things-to-do-in-carmel-ca.html&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&region=follow_link&screen_name=vacationidea&tw_p=followbutton
https://twitter.com/intent/user?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fvacationidea.com%2Fweekend_getaways%2Fbest-things-to-do-in-carmel-ca.html&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&region=count_link&screen_name=vacationidea&tw_p=followbutton
http://vacationidea.com/beaches.html



https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssOGessoAud490OCNx8CHt6BbrDKzrWIb2oyFFQKsjSh94M53EqVNdEPAJEmmgfmD8SKQvGzjKvHAFj4zB9NcNNeT1rrdq3AaNqK26jqVyNV7TjPLpLvk0e6zM&sig=Cg0ArKJSzIm4PShkr41Y&urlfix=1&adurl=http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DCFESbfxSEVrGTCKuMlAKrzLPgA8LIuvYFut-ChL8BwI23ARABIABgyfb4hsijoBmCARdjYS1wdWItOTI2MjQ1Mjg4NTI0OTk3OMgBCagDAaoEuAFP0BFrOakWTVSwjiWMmMHkNbAM7liwDXoAS2mzEe0OeQeb9s3ABeFWG8rWQzCC5cfuOEBpGE1e6bzGp8f54LfeQvOxvhgvqHaKAgcD1aAwiR1JV_wD9g08oTVsJdUenB8OR2r1ydCAqw4FZeTVzCuiBb_tTaXaK2DsyM6m1kuwwe0eZ_MlhFP1qY2ytkcndm--uMpgqux2XKd0ftFuytHGTgtR-2d56cwqU5pifpdByds255LorDKogAaTsaCguYCutyagBiHYBwA%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_1bVkqXBX1E8h10cjhz9D8xJ0mpXA%26client%3Dca-pub-9262452885249978%26adurl%3Dhttps://subscription.golf.com/storefront/subscribe-to-golf/link/1030729.html
http://vacationidea.com/

20 Best Things to Do in Carmel - Vacation Idea

vacationers throughout the year.

Don't miss out: Join us! - our best ideas in your Inbox.

»2 Point Lobos State Reserve

Point Lobos is probably the most beautiful
two miles of seacoast in the world. This
magnificent park has captured the hearts
of photographers and painters, birders,
and hikers with spectacular views of the
endless ocean and powerful waves
crashing over rugged rocks. The reserve
also has narrow trails that meander
through the pine forest or a rare Monterey
cypress grove, and orcas or gray whales

occasionally pass slowly on the horizon.

AdChoices I0x [Flickr/Rob DeGraff]

» Cheap Romantic Getawa
» Romantic Packages
» Couples Weekend Getaw

Animal lovers can spot foxes, raccoons,
mountain lions, rabbits, or bobcats and
hundreds of kinds of birds. And that is
above water. Under water, it is a divers’ paradise with rare and diverse sea life and enormous
kelp forests, all protected within the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary.

»2 Carmel Beach

Where the Ocean Avenue ends, the
world-famous Carmel Beach with soft,
white sands and a pleasant secluded
cove begins. It attracts sun worshipers,
dog walkers, surfers, volleyball players,
and makers of sand castles. It is a great
place to spend the day with kids, and
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even the dogs are allowed to run free.

It is an excellent swimming beach, but . o EPh Y,
since there are no lifeguards, swimmers i [Flickr/Reiner Kraft]
should be wary of strong rip tides and

rogue waves. With the picturesque

background of Point Lobos with its dark

green pines and gnarly Monterey

cypresses, the beach is also a popular

wedding venue.

»A Seventeen Mile Drive

The entire Monterey Peninsula is
breathtakingly beautiful, but there are
parts that hug the Pacific coastline that
are among the most scenic in the world.
The stretch of 17 miles of the road
through Pebble Beach Resort and Pacific
Grove is one of the most visited tourist
destinations in California with millions of

tourists passing through every year.

There is so much to see during this
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re|ative|y short route — a 250-year-0|d KX [Courtesy of Melastmohican - Fotolia.com]
Like Like

Monterey Cypress, Fanshell Overlook This Vacationldea
Article

with a white sand beach where sea lions

come to have babies, the lovely picnic E @
spot in Spanish Bay, and The Lodge built |:| |:|

in 1919 with a great golf course, shops,

and restaurants.

»2 San Carlos Borromeo de Carmelo Mission

While San Carlos Borromeo de Carmelo
Mission is historically important and an
active church, visitors are quick to notice
the breathtaking beauty of the mission.

Mission San Carlos Borromeo del rio

K [Courtesy of spiritofamerica - Fotolia.com]

Carmelo, or the Carmel Mission, is a

One Question Site Survey

Roman CathO“C ChurCh In Carmel IT TAKES ONLY SECONDS TO ANSWER BELOW

established in 1770, and it is one of

How do you view athenahealth?
SELECT ONE ANSWER

California’s most significant heritage
O Very Favorably

sites; the mission is part of the National O Favorably

Register of Historic Places. © Neutral

O Unfavorably

O Very Unfavorably

The centerpiece of the mission complex is

Basilica Church, which features a
POWERED BY VIZU VIEW PRIVACY POLICY

magnificent catenary ceiling, five-foot
thick walls, and a collection of Colonial
Spanish Liturgical Art. In the Basilica’s forecourt is the Harry Downie Museum with artifacts and
interpretive displays about the restoration of the mission. In fact, there are several museums in
the mission: Munras Family Heritage Museum, Convento Museum, and the Jo Mora Chapel
Gallery.

3080 Rio Rd, Carmel-By-The-Sea, CA 93923, 831-624-1271 (website)
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»A Carmel River State Beach

With rough rogue waves and strong,
dangerous rip tides, Carmel River State
Beach is not a swimmers’ beach. But, ask
any bird watcher, kayaker, or diver about
the beach and they will rave about it. It is
a mile-long beach located in Carmel Bay
just where Carmel River spills in the
ocean. As it reaches the ocean, Carmel
River forms the lagoon, which is a
protected Wetlands Natural Reserve and

a fantastic location for a congregation of

. Flickr/Li
large numbers of birds. e e

Just north of Point Lobos State Natural Reserve is Monastery Beach, also part of the Carmel
River State Beach Park and a very popular diving site. It is also an important historic site

significant for the Rumsien Native American tribe.

A Tor House

High on a windswept promontory sits a
whimsical stone cottage crafted with
rough granite boulders collected from the
Carmel Bay'’s rocky shore. It is home of
the celebrated American poet Robinson

il e

Jeffers, the home he built for his wife and
twin boys. He called it Tor House for the
craggy knoll it perched on and the view it
enjoyed, which provided inspiration for

almost all of Jeffers’ work.
K3 [Flickr/Meg Lauber]

One Question Site Survey
IT TAKES ONLY SECONDS TO ANSWER BELOW
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The house was completed in 1919 and a

How do you view athenahealth?
year later Jeffers independently added a

O Very Favorably

tower as a retreat for his wife and kids. o F
avorably

Tor House hosted many big names of its O Neutral

O Unfavorably

time such as Sinclair Lewis, Charles O v
ery Unfavorably

Lindbergh, Charlie Chaplin, and George
Gershwin. Today, Tor House is open to

POWERED BY VIZU VIEW PRIVACY POLICY

the public and hosts many literary events.

26304 Ocean View Ave, Carmel-By-The-Sea, 831-624-1813 (website)

22 Scenic Road Walkway

Just above Carmel Beach at the end of
Ocean Avenue starts the Scenic Road
Walkway, a walking or jogging path with
an absolutely spectacular view on both
sides. On one side is the endless
expanse of the ocean where you can see
nature at its most powerful. The other
side features fabulous mansions, each
different and original, testaments to

human ingenuity.

The walkway is about 1.7 miles of easy
jogging but you can spend a day on one
of many benches along the path, enjoy
the vista, daydream, or having a picnic. If
you get hot and decide to cool off in the
ocean, you can take one of several stone

or wooden stairways to the beach.
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2 Sunset Cultural Center

Built in 1926 as a public school, Sunset
Cultural Center is today a modern,
dynamic center for performing arts. The
stunning gothic architecture of the center
and its incredible acoustics set the stage
for a range of world-class performances
that include music shows, comedy,
theatre, rock concerts, and dance
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performances.

The center is home to the Monterey L [Bunset Cultural Center

Symphony, Chamber Music Monterey Top Ideas in Your Inbox

Bay, the renowned Carmel Bach Festival, |Email -

and the Carmel Music Society. The

center also organizes a range of popular
annual events such as the Carmel International Film Festival and the Nutcracker performed by
the Dance Kids of Monterey County.

San Carlos St, Carmel-By-The-Sea, CA 93921, 831-620-2040 (website)

Mission Ranch Restaurant

Having a meal at the Restaurant at
Mission Ranch is quite a special

e
=

experience. The view is spectacular, with B
the Santa Lucia Mountains in the A "'"'—'Eaﬂl n.' i! lllll

background and Point Lobos with the

endless expanse of the Pacific Ocean in
front. You can enjoy the view from the
elegant but relaxed dining room or from

the lovely heated patio.
K [Mission Ranch]

The food is classic American with great
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selections of comfort food and everyone’s
favorites such as baby back ribs and filet
mignon. Soft, soothing sounds of live
piano music add to the enchanting
atmosphere. Sunday brunch at the
Mission Ranch is a celebrated event, with

buffet style food and live jazz.

26270 Dolores Street, Carmel, 831-624-6436 (website)

2 The Grill

The Grill on Ocean Avenue looks like it
has been transported from some quaint
village in rural France. It features warm
woods, a large stone fireplace, lots of
colorful local art and crisp white linens on
the tables. Chef Mario Luevano offers
California Cuisine with light ethnic
touches from all over the world. The

focus is on high quality meats and local

fresh sea food.

He skillfully combines American favorites such as flatiron steak with chimichurri sauce and pork
chops with spiced apple chutney. To try a bit of everything, check the three-course meal at the
Sunset Dinner. The Grill has an extensive high quality wine list and great cocktails.

Ocean Ave, Carmel-By-The-Sea, 831-624-2569 (website)

Golden Bough Playhouse

The Golden Bough Playhouse is a historic
theatre built in 1952 on the site of the
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celebrated Carmel Arts and Crafts
Clubhouse that burnt to the ground in
1935. The Playhouse provides home to
the Pacific Repertory Theatre, the only
year-round theatre of Carmel and

Monterey County.

The Playhouse has two theatres: Golden
Bough Theatre, the 300-seat theatre

used for larger contemporary and i3 [Golden Bough Playhouse]
classical performances and musicals, and the Circle Theatre, a 120-seat theatre perfectly
suitable for experimental pieces and other works that are actually enhanced by a small, intimate

setting.

Monte Verde St., Between 8th and 9th Avenues, 831-622-0100

»2 Forest Theater

Carmel's Forest Theater was founded in
1910 in Carmel-by-the-Sea, California,
and at the time it was one of the few
outdoor theatres on the West Coast. Its
founder and driving force was celebrated
actor and director Herbert Heron. The
main focus of the theatre was to present
original new works by California authors,
to offer to the public greatest

Shakespeare’s plays, and to foster and

K [Forest Theater]

encourage children's theatre.

In 1949, Heron formed the Forest Theatre Guild and created the small, 60-seat Indoor Forest
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Theater. In 1972, the Forest Theater Guild started producing musicals and, since 1997, they

have been producing a film series.

Mountain View Ave and Santa Rita St., 831-622-0100 (website)

The Barnyard

The Barnyard in Carmel is a very high-end
Shopping Village built in 1976 with more
than 45 merchants offering everything
from high fashion clothing, art galleries,
and jewelry to eight great restaurants and
various services. The Barnyard was
extensively renovated in 2005 after it was
purchased by SIMA Barnyard, LLC.
Buildings benefited from new roofs,

copper gutters, lovely fireplaces, and

K28 [The Barnyard]

charming mosaic paths.

Beautifully landscaped multi-level gardens bursting with color provide a tranquil oasis for relaxing
on a bench or having a bite to eat. The gardens are also a popular venue for romantic weddings.

3626, Carmel Rancho Blvd, 831-624-8886 (website)

»A Caraccioli Cellars

Caraccioli Cellars is a renowned family
winery founded in 2006 that takes pride in
using only Pinot Noir and Chardonnay
grapes from their own 124-acre Escolle
Vineyard in Santa Lucia Highlands. Their
goal is to produce high quality, distinct
wines by fully controlling the wine making
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process. Caraccioli wines are known as
“Old World” wines, which are

characterized by deep roots.

K [Caraccioli Cellars]

Their very elegant tasting room is located in downtown Carmel and is open every day. The
visitors are offered an unforgettable experience with plates of cheese and charcuterie while they
taste a flight of Caraccioli wines before deciding which wine they like best. The tasting room is

so beautiful that it is often used for special events and parties.

Dolores St, Carmel-By-The-Sea, CA 93921, 831-622-7722 (website)

»2 |_a Balena

La Balena is a little piece of Tuscany in
downtown Carmel, from its charming
patio full of lush plants to the lively
kitchen where everything is made from
scratch. Chef Brad Briske browses the
markets and visits friendly farmers every
morning before he decides what he is
cooking that day. Everything is organic
and he butchers his own meats, makes
his own pasta, and every day pays tribute
to his Italian grandmother who instilled in
him a love for food and very high
standards.
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The menu is rustic Italian, but Chef Briske
is an artist who adds his own twist to old
favorites. Try his Osso Buco — it is made
with pork braised with orange and olive
oil and served with pine nut gremolata. La S
Balena has a nice selection of Californian

and ltalian wines.

Junipero St, 831-250-6295 (website) @ [La Balena]

Carl Cherry Center for the Arts

When Carmel artist Jeanne D’Orge
formed the Carl Cherry Center for the
Arts in 1948, she made it clear that the
goal of the center was to make it possible
for artists to be true to themselves. The
help the center offered had no strings
attached, and the public success of the
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artist was not important. The center was
established in order to support
experimental art and science projects.

To fulfill its mission, the center presents
high quality, diverse, original,

contemporary, artistic, cultural, and

educational programs in Monterey that
K& [Carl Cherry Center for the Arts]

engage and challenge the audience. The

center consists of an art gallery, a 50-seat Cherry Hall theater, and the Geraldine M. and Tom R.

Houston Sculpture Garden located within the center’s grounds.

4th and Guadalupe, 4th Ave, 831-624-7491 (website)

Carmel Valley Coffee Roasting Company

There is nothing like the smell of freshly
roasted coffee to start the day. Carmel
Valley Coffee Roasting Company started
slow-roasting organic beans in 1994 in
their 25-pound batch roasters from San
Francisco. The result is fabulous coffee
that has been freshly roasted and freshly
brewed in one of their seven coffee shops

around the Monterey Peninsula.
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Stop by their adorable little store in
downtown Carmel for a cup of
cappuccino or espresso and grab a piece
of pastry or a fancy sandwich to enjoy on

the beach. You might want to bring some
K [Carmel Valley Coffee Roasting Company]
of their coffee home, so choose from their

large selection of coffees from all over the world in the store. You can also order it online.

316 Mid Valley Center, #157, Carmel, 800-418-2326 (website)

A Treehouse Cafe

There is something about treehouses that
turns all of us into children again.
Treehouse Café in downtown Carmel is
truly enchanting, especially in the evening
when all the little lights on the tree are

twinkling. The atmosphere is so pleasant

KX [Treehouse Cafe]

that people tend to linger over their
cocktails and wines and the fun international menu that ranges from lItalian Bruschetta and Thai

pork sausages to Greek Dolmas.

They also have sandwiches, pizza, and burgers for the less adventurous. The wine list is small
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but exquisite and ranges from some very fine wines from all over the world to local wines by the
glass.

San Carlos Street (at 7th and 8th), Carmel, CA 93921, 831-626-1111 (website)

Palo Corona Regional Park

From the sea level to over 3,400 feet, over
seven miles and across 4,300 acres of
magnificent, rugged, and rustic nature
lies Palo Corona Regional Park, one of
the most important open, undeveloped
spaces on California’s Central Coast. It
has an incredible diversity of eco systems
and species with more than 500 species
of plants in habitats that range from the

Carmel River to the mixed hardwood

K& [Flickr/Bob Aronson]

forest on top of the 3000-foot Palo
Corona Peak.

The park is home to rare amphibians such as the tiger salamander and the California red-legged
frog as well as the endangered Smith’s blue butterfly. Raptors are free to nest and roam through
the forests and grasslands completely protected. Mountain lions, deer, bobcats, California

condors, golden eagles, peregrine falcons, and black bears all reside within the park, along with

many other animals that are becoming rare in more populated areas.

2 \Westbrook Modern

Whether you are a serious art collector or
a new home owner looking for a piece of
art for your living room, Westbrook
Modern Art Gallery is the place where

experts will advise you, educate you, and
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help you make the right decision.
Westbrook Gallery specializes in
American modern art from the 1940's to
today.

They focus on Modernism, Bay Area
Figurative, The Post War Abstract

Expressionism, and Berkeley Schools,

and they also emphasize significant

works by artists who have contributed

K [Courtesy of Roman Sigaev - Fotolia.com]

significantly to the Modern - Abstract
Expressionist Art. The gallery represents artists who are ranked among the best in their fields
who have won a number of awards and whose works are part of a number of important

collections of some of the best museums in the world.

Dolores St, Carmel-By-The-Sea, 831-625-2288 (website)

>
AT&T U-verse
High Speed Internet
$3 O/_;fqo,

Other charges apply. Geo
and sve. restr. apply

ted |
time PLUS $100
offer ' Reward Card
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